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innocent until proven guilty. However, in most cases, we 
want the client to recognize his or her need for treatment 
and to be a willing participant. That’s why we desire to 
educate both the client and the court about addiction  
and treatment.

Q: How do you balance your clients’ legal needs with their 
medical treatment needs?
A: In our chapter, we set forth strategies for diversion and 
alternative dispositions seeking rehabilitative approaches as 
a means to reduce recidivism and increase public safety. 
Attorneys have limited time to track down programs and set 
up intakes, and courts have yet to set aside time and resources 
for education about what’s available in the recovery com-
munity. Having a recovery coach in my office who promotes 
and facilitates sustainable recovery is invaluable. We have 
been able to access more treatment for more people for 
longer periods of time because we cooperate and collaborate 
with judges, district attorneys’ offices, probation officers and 
treatment providers.

Q: What do you find most fulfilling about this work?
A: My ability to practice law with passion and understanding 
as an advocate in the area of addiction recovery for individuals 
and for the community at large and to give back that which 
was so freely give to me by so many in my recovery.

 — Deborah Feldman

The 2013 edition of Massachusetts Criminal Law, published 
by LexisNexis, included for the first time a chapter addressing 
“Strategies for Diversion and Alternative Dispositions in 
Substance Use, Abuse and Addiction Cases,” co-authored by 
Richard Dyer ’83. Dyer, who attended law school after over-
coming struggles with heroin addiction, homelessness and 
incarceration, believes — based on his own experience — that 
the message of recovery must be more strongly embraced by 
both the courts and community.

Q: In your solo law practice, you concentrate on cases  
involving substance abuse and addiction. What are the unique 
challenges in representing clients in this field?
A: My focus — and the focus of most district court defense 
attorneys — is on cases involving substance abuse and addic-
tion. This is borne out of necessity: nationally, approximately 
80 percent of all court cases involve substance abuse and/or 
addiction, and in my personal experience with private and 
public defender cases, the reality is closer to 95 percent.

The challenges we face arise from the disease of addiction 
itself as well as the attitudes, accessibility, training, education 
and support issues vis-à-vis the court. Addiction is a disease 
of denial. And if left untreated, it never gets better — only 
worse. Some will deny they have a problem out of fear that 
this will be perceived as an admission of guilt. Even in light 
of court-mandated substance abuse treatment, I have to 
represent my clients zealously and effectively. They are still 

Richard Dyer ’83 outside the 
former Charles Street Jail, now 
home to The Liberty Hotel


