
Families Together in New York State 

2018 Annual Conference 
Sunday,  May 6 & Monday, May 7, 2018      Marriott Hotel,  Albany, NY 

Building Strong Roots for Success: 

Nurturing Healthy Families 

A Message from  

Paige Pierce, FTNYS CEO: 

Dear Friends: 

You are invited to join us for the 2018 

Families Together in New York State 

Annual Conference, Building Strong Roots for 

Success: Nurturing Health Families. As our theme suggests, we 

have built a family tree with strong roots that will sustain 

any winds of change that come our way. In this important 

time of significant change, we can rely on our strong roots. 

This year’s conference agenda shows our continuing efforts 

toward growing a movement of  empowered family peer 

support providers, family advocates, family members, youth 

and professionals in the children’s behavioral health field. 

The sessions offered during this statewide event offer the 

most up-to-date information about the many challenges and 

opportunities facing children, youth and families as health 

and behavioral health services continues to move toward an 

integrated system of care.  

We encourage you to attend and receive timely and 

pertinent education and information on services, 

collaborations and practices in our children’s behavioral 

health system.  

 

REGISTRATION 

BROCHURE 

“Families are like 

branches on a tree.  

We grow in different 

directions yet our  

roots remain as one.” We look forward to 

seeing you there!  
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SUNDAY,  MAY 6, 2018 

10:00AM-12:00PM 

Registration / Visit Exhibitors 

9:00-11:00AM 

Pre-Conference Leadership 

Meeting 

11:00AM-6:00PM 

The FTNYS Basket Raffle 

12:00-1:45PM 

Luncheon: Welcome & Featured 
Speakers: Jim St. Germain, Eric Dyer 
& Richard Dyer 
 

2:00-3:15PM 

Session I 

3:30-4:45PM 

Session II 

5:00-5:30PM 

Membership Meeting 

5:30-7:00PM 

Networking Reception 

Dinner On Your Own 

7:00-8:30PM 

Fire Pit 

8:30-10:30PM 

The Family Party 
 

MONDAY, MAY 7, 2018 

8:30-10:00AM 

Awards Breakfast 

10:00AM-11:15PM 

Session III 

11:30-12:30PM 

13th Annual Youth Speak Out 

12:00-2:00PM 

Lunch 

2:00PM 

Closing 

 

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 

THE FAMILY PARTY  Fun for all ages! Join friends at the 

Annual Family Party and celebrate! Enjoy the DJ, snacks, dancing, 

fun, photo booth and giveaways. 

THE FTNYS BASKET RAFFLE   Assorted gift baskets from 

all across New York State! Raffle tickets are $1.00 each and the 

raffle will be available from 11:00AM-6:00PM in the Exhibit Area on 

Sunday, May 6. Winners will be posted on Sunday after dinner. 

YOUTH POWER! RAFFLE   The popular YP! 50/50 raffle 

will be offered once again this year. Winner will be called at lunch 

on Monday. 

EXHIBITORS   Visit our exhibitors coming from across New 

York State just for you! 

THE 13TH ANNUAL YOUTH SPEAK OUT   The youth 

voice is strong! On Monday at 11:30AM, listen as youth from across 

the state step up and speak out! 

*NEW* This Year! 

Family Interviews in the Capital Room 

Sunday: 9:00AM-12:00PM & 2:00-5:00PM 

Monday: 8:00-11:30AM 
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The 2018 Families Together in New York State Annual Conference features interactive and 

educational workshops, an empowering keynote address, networking opportunities, 

exhibitors and more.  The Annual Conference gives attendees of all ages the chance to 

meet new people and gain valuable information to bring back to their communities. 
 

 

CONFERENCE TRACKS: 

SUNDAY EVENING EVENT  |  8:30-10:30PM 

The Family Party! 

Fun for all ages! Join friends at the Annual Family Party and dance, laugh, talk and celebrate! Food, Dancing, Games, 

Fun, Photo Booth & Giveaways! 

The Family (FT) is a great track for parents, 

caregivers, educators, staff and advocates and is 

developed based on what is important to you, the 

youth in your life, your family and network. 
 

The Youth Track (YT) planned in 

partnership with the YOUTH POWER! network, 

this track offers workshops that are selected and 

delivered for and by young people to help build 

self-help and advocacy skills. The Youth Track is 

created for young people ages 12-25. 
 

The Family & Youth Track (FT & YT) 

for parents and youth to attend and learn skills 

together that can be implemented at home within 

the family, etc. 
 

The Workforce Development Track 

(WDT) is designed for FPAs and YPAs to 

address specific workforce issues in the Peer 

Advocacy field. 
 

The Leadership Track (LT) is created to 

address the needs of individuals who are in 

leadership roles and who work in the local, 

regional and statewide networks. 

The Special Events Working Group of the YOUTH 

POWER! network has put together a Youth Track 

that will help young people build their self-help and 

advocacy skills. YOUth are the future. Your voice 

matters. 
 

Workshops marked YT are specifically designed 

for young people ages 12-25 and are intended 

for educational and empowerment purposes. Young 

people are invited to choose from the YT 

workshops or any of the other workshops offered 

at the conference.  The goal of youth participation 

is to empower young people and provide them with 

tools for self-advocacy and information to bring 

back and share with their peers, schools and 

communities.  All youth attending the track 

must be there by their own choice. Youth 

under the age of 21 are expected to attend 

workshops and notify their parent or guardian of 

their whereabouts at all times including the Youth 

Track. YOUTH POWER! Facilitators and FTNYS 

staff are not responsible for monitoring the 

whereabouts of youth and young adults. 
 

*Please Note: There will be no child care or programming for any 

children under the age of 12. Youth ages 12 and up who would like 

to attend the conference must be registered for the Youth Track 

only. 
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SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018    LUNCHEON FEATURED SPEAKERS   

Jim St. Germain is the co-founder 

of Preparing Leaders of Tomorrow, 

Inc. (PLOT), a nonprofit organization 

that provides mentoring to at-risk and 

formerly incarcerated youth. Early in 

his career, St. Germain worked as a 

Youth Care Counselor at the same 

Boys Town juvenile detention facility 

in New York City where he was once 

a resident. Additionally, he worked as 

an advocate for young people living with mental health 

issues at the Mental Health Association. St. Germain 

served on the Youth Advisory Council of New York 

State’s Division of Criminal Justice Services, and is 

currently a board member with The National Juvenile 

Defender’s Center (NJDC), a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to promoting justice for all children by 

ensuring excellence in juvenile defense. In July 2017, St. 

Germain’s book A Stone of Hope: A Memoir (Harper) 

debuted. 
 

Born into abject poverty in Haiti, young St. Germain 

moved to Brooklyn’s Crown Heights, into an 

overcrowded apartment with his family. He quickly 

adapted to street life and began stealing, dealing drugs, 

and growing increasingly indifferent to despair and 

violence. By the time he was arrested for dealing crack 

cocaine, he had been handcuffed more than a dozen 

times. At the age of fifteen the walls of the system were 

closing around him. But instead of prison, St. Germain 

was placed in "Boys Town," a nonsecure detention facility 

designed for rehabilitation. Surrounded by mentors and 

positive male authority who enforced a system based on 

structure and privileges rather than intimidation and 

punishment, St. Germain slowly found his way, eventually 

getting his GED and graduating from college. Then he 

made the bravest decision of his life: to live, as an adult, 

in the projects where he had lost himself, and to work to 

reform the way the criminal justice system treats at-risk 

youth. A Stone of Hope is more than an incredible coming-

of-age story; told with a degree of candor that requires 

the deepest courage, it is also a rallying cry. No one is 

who they are going to be—or capable of being—at 

sixteen. St. Germain is living proof of this. He contends 

that we must work to build a world in which we do not 

give up on a swath of the next generation. Passionate, 

eloquent, and timely, illustrated with photographs 

throughout, A Stone of Hope is an inspiring challenge for 

every American, and is certain to spark debate 

nationwide. 

JIM ST. GERMAIN 

Eric Dyer is a person in long-term 

recovery.  Eric was born and raised 

outside of Boston, MA and now lives in 

Albany, NY.  Eric regularly shares his story 

of addiction and recovery with students 

and communities in the Capital Region. 

Eric is an attorney with the law firm 

Barclay Damon LLP in the firm’s health 

care practice group and on the Board of  

Directors for Friends of Recovery- New York. Eric graduated 

from Albany Law School and Clarkson University in 2016 with 

a Juris Doctor and Masters in Business Administration in 

Healthcare Management. Prior to graduate school, Eric 

attended Union College where he graduated with a Bachelor 

of Arts in 2013. 

 

Attorney Richard Dyer will share 

his personal journey from behind bars 

to passing the Bar. 

He has been an attorney for over 30 

years and an advocate for recovery 

both locally and nationally. He knows 

what it is like to be on both sides of 

the Law. He overcame his struggles 

from heroin addiction, homelessness 

and incarceration, received a 

Governor’s pardon and presently practices law in the 

same court he was sentenced out of over 8 times. Rick 

is a dynamic speaker on where addiction/recovery meets 

the Law.  

He teaches CLE and workshop on his Lexis Nexis 

chapter addiction and the Law, He has appeared on CBS, 

has been featured in Parade Magazine, Lawyers Weekly, 

the MBA Law Journal, Northeastern University School of 

Law Magazine and SAMHSA’s Recovery Month Toolkit. 

BBC world Service Radio, and WGBH. 

ERIC DYER 

RICHARD DYER 
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FT & YT: “PARENT’S JUST DON’T 

UNDERSTAND” 

Yocasta Jimenez, Founder/Director, Teens Under Construction, 

Inc. 

Participants will engage in a five-part activity. They will 

provide examples of complaint parents and teens have 

about each other. They will read a related story and learn 

about the emotional account. They will assess how things 

are going in their relationship with their own parent or 

teen. They will then learn about increasing their deposits 

i.e. getting more in touch with each other, share 

appreciation and experiences, etc.  
 

FT: GETTING STARTED - IEP AND 504 PLANS 

& OVERVIEW OF GRADUATION OPTIONS 

Richelle David, FPA, PTI Coordinator, NRCIL 

This informative workshop will provide participants with 

how to get started with communicating their child's needs 

to their school. Requesting supports and services can be 

overwhelming for all of us, this opportunity to receive 

resources and to know your rights as parents and 

advocates will prove invaluable!  
 

FT: SELF CARE FOR CAREGIVERS 

Lacey Natello, FSP, Hillside Children’s Center 

I will spend the time talking first about how as a caregiver 

I forgot to take time for self care. I will also talk about 

secondary trauma.  I will then go into ideas for self care 

and practice these ideas with the participants, such as 

mindfulness, whimhauf breathing, progressive muscle 

relaxation, and yoga. We will practice the different 

techniques together. 
 

FT: HEALTH HOMES SERVING CHILDREN 

Jodi Saitowitz, CEO, Collaborative for Children & Families 

This presentation will highlight the value of  Health Home 

Care Coordination.  We will stress the benefits to 

children & Families and share the updates on the status of 

the Health Homes Serving Children model. The 

workshop will be a slide presentation that will include 

representatives from the Care Management Agencies 

sharing the positive outcomes for children and families 

who are enrolled. 
 

WDT: DELAYS, RESTORATIONS, 

TRANSFORMATIONS: HOW DO I MAKE 

SENSE OF REFORM? 

Andrea Smyth, Executive Director, NYS Coalition for 

Children’s Behavioral Health 

Shannon Zeilinski, Villa of Hope, Family Board Member 

of the Coalition for Children’s Behavioral Health 

Steve Oill, Northern Rivers, Family Board Member of the 

Coalition for Children’s Behavioral Health 

Lisa Kinney, Hillside, Family Board Member of the 

Coalition for Children’s Behavioral Health 

The children's behavioral health field has been working 

toward transformation for over 6 years.  The information 

being provided to the field fluctuates between the 60,000 

foot level of state policy and the ground floor of 

implementation.  The Coalition staff and family 

representatives on the Board of Directors want to offer a 

layman's explanation of where the transformation is as of 

April 1, 2018, given the final State Budget agreement.  
 

WDT: TRAUMA INFORMED CARE AND 

FAMILY AND PEER SUPPORT: MOVEMENTS 

THAT NEED EACH OTHER 

James Rodriguez, Silver School of Social Work, McSilver 

Institute for Poverty Policy and Research 

Trauma informed care is a growing movement with 

implications for care across service systems from child 

and adult behavioral health and healthcare to early 

childhood and juvenile justice. Across the country, states, 

cities and counties are working to transform service 

systems by applying a trauma informed lens.  In this 

presentation, we will be provide information about 

history, rationale and principles of trauma informed, as 

well as the increasing focus on resilience that has 

emerged from the trauma informed care movement. We 

will also discuss how to integrate trauma informed care 

with the family and peer support movements. 

SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018  SESSION 1: 2:00-3:15PM 
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SUNDAY,  MAY 6, 2018 cont’d 

FT: CULTURAL COMPETENCY IN THE EYES OF 

THE PARENTS 

Pat Vincent, Director of Family Support, The Mental Health 

Association in Tompkins County 

Neville Morris, CCSI 

Pat Vincent, Peer Advocate 

 A  venue to share the importance of parents  how 

Culturally Competent services with the goal of partnering 

with parents and families can contribute to the overall 

improvement of services provided to Parents and Families. 

Concentrate on definitions of culture, humility, values, 

norms, A services provided to Parents and Families. 

Concentrate on definitions of culture, humility, values, 

norms, 
 

 

FT: CO-OCCURRING DISORDERS: OUT OF THE 

SHADOWS & INTO THE LIGHT!  

Stephanie Marquesano, The Harris Project 

Michael Orth, Commissioner, Westchester County DCMH 

Approximately 10.2 million individuals and their loved ones 

are impacted by co-occurring disorders (COD) - the 

combination of one or more mental health challenges and 

substance misuse/addiction. Stephanie presents to audiences 

from high school students to health care professionals on 

this critical topic. She empowers the audience with key 

information to understand this link, and will speak about 

how prevention programming, getting the right professional 

help and support before turning to substances, and 

transforming the current rehabilitation model can change 

outcomes.  
 

 

FT & YT: OMH AND THE FUNCTIONING OF 

THE REGIONAL OFFICES 

Jean Sadowy, C&F Coordinator, NYS Office of Mental Health 

Regional OMH Field Coordinators & Regional Parent Advisors 

This workshop will outline the function of regional OMH 

field office and how they interfaces with families, programs 

and other systems.  There will be a review of the different 

YT: ARTIVISM: HOW A SKETCHBOOK CAN 

OPEN NEW PERCEPTIONS ON THE WORLD 

AROUND US! 

Joseph Munisteri & Nancy Amaro, www.UnlockCreativity.org 

The most inspiring things happen around us, often we 

are too busy to notice. This workshop explores how 

something as a simple as a sketchbook can open up the 

world around you. From using it as a journal to using it 

for networking opportunities and even as a teaching 

tool. Presenters will explain how a simple sketchbook or 

journal can open new opportunities and show new 

perspectives on the world around us. Presenters will 

share personal stories of sketchbooks and their journey. 

This is an interactive workshop that you won't want to 

miss!   
 

YT: BE A DREAMER 

Jessica Martin, FLPN Youth Advisory Council, Finger Lakes 

Parent Network, Inc. 

Darla Naples, Teen Services Assistant, Finger Lakes Parent 

Network, Inc. 

Be a Dreamer throughout your journey!  Join us as we 

explore your goals and what you hope to accomplish.  

During the workshop, we will begin to design steps that 

will help you reach your short and long term goals.  As 

we continue to grow as individuals and as a group, we 

have the opportunity to make changes within our 

community.  What is your dream and what difference 

will you make within yourself, family, and community?  

Join us to start your plan! 

SESSION 1: 2:00-3:15PM cont’d SESSION 1I: 3:30-4:45PM 
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positions, their functions and interactions with families, 

community providers and within OMH home office.  
 

FT & YT: FAMILY & ALLIES GUIDE TO 

SUPPORTING TRANSGENDER YOUTH 

Karen Fuller, Family Peer Advocate, ACR Health 

The Q Center 

Today more and more youth are coming out as 

transgender or non binary, which leads to their families 

and others wondering how best to support them. This 

workshop will cover when and why it is important to 

find a mental health and medical doctor with proven 

experience working with transgender youth. Ways to get 

used to using the child's new name, pronouns and other 

identifying language. When and how to go about changing 

legal documents and lastly what life can look like going 

forward.  
 

WDT: MORE EFFECTIVE PRESENTATIONS 

Brian Barr, Volunteer, Senior Hope - United Way 

The first goal of the workshop is to assist speakers in 

overcoming road blocks to public speaking. The second 

goal is to begin building the essence of a talk that will 

achieve your desired result. Participants will be involved 

in this fast moving workshop  as the subject is broad but 

outcomes are required in today's highly competitive 

world. 
 

WDT: HIGH FIDELITY WRAPAROUND 

Rebecca  Pettit, HFW Case Manager, Cayuga Counseling 

Services 

Terri Wasilenko, Cayuga Counseling Services 

Sesily Wheeler, Cayuga Counseling Services 

High Fidelity Wraparound is a structured, team-based 

process that uses an evidence-based, nationally-

recognized model that partners with families to use their 

voice and strengths to develop a family-driven plan that 

promotes self-advocacy.  The Wraparound Process aims 

to achieve positive outcomes by providing a structured, 

creative and individualized team planning process that 

results in plans that are more effective and relevant to 

the child/youth and family.  Wraparound is grounded in a 

strengths perspective, driven by underlying needs, 

determined by families and supported by an effective  

team.  
 

YT: HARNESSING HIP HOP 

Alexander Frisina, Long Island Regional Youth 

Partner, YOUTH POWER! 

Learn about how creativity is a powerful tool to utilize, 

in this workshop we will be discussing the power or 

creative writing and hip hop. Learn about how major hip 

hop artists have started to break down stigma by 

discussing their mental health battle and how your words 

hold power that can create change for yourself and 

others. 
 

YT: MADE FOR THIS 

Cory Sullivan, Youth Engagement Specialist, Monroe County 

Office of Mental Health 

Brian Fox, Peer Advocate, Leadership Team, SWAT Youth 

Council 

Youth will go through strength-based assessment and 

activities to help youth understand talents and abilities 

they naturally possess. Through the presentation, 

activities and dialogues youth will be able to create a 

strategy for meaningful success. 

 

 

SESSION III: 11:00

Click Here to Register Today! 

Join us around the fire pit  
from 7:00-8:30PM on Sunday night! 

http://www.ftnys.org/
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MONDAY, MAY 7, 2018  |  SESSION 1II: 11:00-12:15PM 

FT: SERVICES FOR FORMAL AND 

INFORMAL KINSHIP FAMILIES IN NEW 

YORK STATE 

Gerard Wallace, NYS Kinship Navigator 

The NYS Kinship Navigator (KN), an information, 

referral and education program, serves all kinship 

families and professionals in New York State. KN 

provides a helpline, interactive website, and education 

presentations. KN focuses on the 40 counties that do 

not have local kinship programs. Key program features 

are KN’s regional navigators and local agency 

collaborations. One collaborative effort is to work with 

local human services agencies to use KN’s Permission 

to Contact referral process that can significantly 

increase kinship caregivers access to services. These 

collaborations are especially critical in rural counties 

where the heroin/opioid epidemic is rampant. 

Collaborations also focus on the establishment of 

sustained local networks with typical goals of creating 

over 100 new contacts with kinship families and 500 

plus referrals to local services. Consequently more 

kinship caregivers have access to child only grants, legal 

assistance, health and mental health services, and to 

general services.  
 

FT: TRAUMA-SENSITIVE RESPONSES TO 

CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS 

Jennifer Bashant, Parent Empowerment Coach, Building 

Better Futures, LLC 

This workshop is for anyone who cares for a child who 

has experienced trauma. When faced with serious 

challenging behaviors, it can be hard to figure out why 

the behaviors are occurring, and even harder to 

respond calmly in a way that deescalates the situation. 

We will discuss the physiological effects of trauma on 

the brain, and how that impacts learning and behavior. 

Most importantly, we will discuss effective ways to 

respond that will help the child build emotion 

regulation and executive function skills.  

FT & YT: SELF-ADVOCACY AND ABUSE 

PREVENTION 

Dee Levy, Director, Individual and Family Support Unit, NYS 

Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs 

This will be an interactive workshop that will offer 

information , discussion and problem-solving scenarios 

on abuse prevention. Participant involvement will be 

encouraged. Areas of focus include: recognizing abuse 

and neglect, what to do if it happens, how to prevent 

and protect yourself and others, and identifying 

appropriate boundaries.  
 

FT & YT: HOW IS THE NYS MULTIPLE 

SYSTEMS NAVIGATOR GOING? 

Robin Miller, IT/GIS Project Coordinator 

Andrea Onstot, U Albany, Graduate Intern and PhD. 

Candidate, School of Social Welfare 

Bill Przylucki, Navigating Multiple Systems, Project Director 

An opportunity to learn more about the NYS Multiple 

Systems Navigator and access helpful health, education 

and human service information on this user-friendly 

website. The Multiple Systems Navigator, mobile-first 

platform, is built for youth, parents, family members, 

peers and caregivers—key thought leaders for this 

creation—that rely on supports from multiple child, 

family and disabilities serving systems. It is also a useful 

tool for professionals that assist others in finding 

health, education, human service and disability 

programs/services and resources. A primary goal of the 

Multiple Systems Navigator is to reduce frustration 

when gathering information from multiple sources. 

Presenters will provide background information on why 

and how this website was developed and is Built to 

Grow!, provide a walk-through demonstration of the 

site, review some of the analytics to date and will 

encourage interaction and new ideas throughout! 
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YT: RECOGNIZING YOUR STRENGTHS! 

ADVOCATING WITH TOOLS YOU ALREADY 

HAVE! 

Mica Gonzalez, Central Regional Youth Partner, 

YOUTH POWER! 

Learn to be the best advocate by making the most out of 

your abilities! Join us to learn how to tap into strengths 

and talents you already have to help others! Join two the 

Central and Hudson Regional Youth Partners from 

YOUTH POWER! to learn how they used their 

strengths to empower and advocate for themselves and 

others!  
 

LT: CREATING AND STRENGTHENING A 

REGIONAL PEER, FAMILY AND YOUTH 

VOICE AND MAKING STATE IMPACT - NYS 

REGIONAL PLANNING CONSORTIUM 

Alexis Harrington, RPC Coordinator - Capital Region, 

NYS CLMHD 

Katie Conroy, Family Peer Advocate, Greene County 

The NYS Regional Planning Consortium has been 

piloting the children & families subcommittee in the 

Capital & Mid-Hudson Regions since March, 2017. The 

Capital Region has been making additional outreach 

efforts to children & families directly impacted by 

Children’s Health Homes to bring their experiences to 

the subcommittee, RPC board and State level. We 

would like to share the Capital Region's approach to 

increase the children and families voice within the 

region. Also through this pilot, the region has learned 

several example approaches to creating regional voice 

and making State impact. The pilot has been able to 

recognize barriers existing within the implementation of 

Statewide Medicaid Policy related to the Behavioral 

Health Transition to Medicaid Managed Care and how to 

best communicate recommendations to the State policy 

level.  

 

 

 

WDT: DOCUMENTING YOUR WORK: FROM 

GOOD TO GREAT! 

Anne Kuppinger, Senior Research Coordinator, Community 

Technical Assistance Center 

Yvette Kelly 

This workshop will provide tips for documenting your 

work as a Family Peer Advocate. Writing notes that 

meet Medicaid requirements is important and there are 

basic steps you can take to be successful - from 

connecting your work to the youth's treatment plan 

goals, to paying attention to the 'golden thread, to 

writing progress notes that cover the basics.  This 

workshop will be helpful to FPAs and their supervisors.  

THE 13TH ANNUAL 

YOUTH SPEAK OUT  

YT: SPEAKOUT PREP    

10:00AM-11:30AM, Monday, May 7, 2018 

The Annual Speak-Out will take place at the 

closing ceremony of the conference. Youth must 

attend this workshop to participate in the Speak-

Out. Come to this workshop to design a poster, 

prepare to speak and support your peers. Make 

sure your voice is heard!  

EVENT: 
On Monday, May 7 at 11:30AM, listen as 

youth from across the state share what is im-

portant to them. 



 

Paige Pierce, Chief Executive Officer 

Joanna Ahlatis, Program Coordinator of 

Workforce Development 

Barbara Altadonna, Hudson Regional 

Parent Advisor 

Pamela Brannan, Western Regional 

Parent Advisor 

Daphnne Brown, Director of Family 

Involvement and Outreach 

Susan Burger, Director of Workforce 

Development 

Nancy Craig, Director of Community & 

Systems Engagement 

Nicole Dama, Communications and 

Administrative Assistant 

Amanda Davidson, Youth Engagement 

Specialist 

Elijah Fagan-Solis, Statewide Emerging 

Leadership Manager 

Olivia Fried, Social Marketing and Event 

Coordinator 

Alexander Frisina, Long Island 

Regional Youth Partner 

Mica Gonzalez, Central Regional Youth 

Partner 

Brad Hansen, Public Policy Coordinator 

Zack Kilmer, NYISA Coordinator 

 

Susan Lewis, Central Regional Parent 

Advisor 

Kathleen Liedka, Parent Advisor 

Bianca Logan, ACHIEVE - Youth Peer 

Services & Training Manager 

Cameron Macdonald, 

Communications Coordinator 

Yvette Mc Intosh Sauer, Director of 

Finance 

Bernadine Meeks, New York City 

Regional Parent Advisor 

Frances Prince, Finance Assistant 

Christina Richburg, New York City 

Regional Parent Advisor 

Laurie Rivera, Program Manager for 

the Community Systems Engagement 

Team  

Heather Tafuro, Long Island Regional 

Parent Advisor 

Brianna Valesey, Director of Youth 

Power! 

Cheryl Williams, Long Island Regional 

Parent Advisor 

Brennan Williams, Hudson River 

Regional Youth Partner 

Azaria Wittekind, Youth Peer Services 

Training & Credentialing Coordinator 

Visit www.ftnys.org for hotel 

reservation information and 

sponsorship / exhibitor opportunities. 
 

REGISTRATION FEES: 

Click Here to Register Today! 

ADULT:  

Both Days (May 6-7):   $290.00 

Sunday ONLY (May 6):  $150.00 

Monday ONLY (May 7):  $150.00 

 

YOUTH (12-25): 

Both Days (May 6-7):   $225.00 

Sunday ONLY (May 6):  $150.00 

Monday ONLY (May 7):  $150.00 

Families Together is a non-profit, family-run organization that strives to establish a unified voice for families of children and youth with social, 
emotional and behavioral challenges. Our mission is to ensure that every family has access to needed information, support and services. 

 Families Together in New York State, Inc. is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. 

Families Together in NYS 
737 Madison Avenue, Albany, NY 12208 
518.432.0333    www.ftnys.org 
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